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every two or three years a Turner's Gold Medal to the  CHAP.
best landscape.                                                                      XXI,

(4) " As to my finished Pictures, except the Two men-
tioned in my will, I give and bequeath the same unto the
Trustees of the National Gallery, provided that a room or
rooms are added to the present National Gallery, to be,
when erected, called Turner's Gallery, in which such pic-
tures are to be constantly kept, deposited, and preserved."
In the meanwhile the whole contents of his house in Queen
Anne   Street  (including therefore unfinished pictures   as
well as finished) were to be kept intact.   If the National
Gallery did not build the Gallery within ten years, the
bequest was to lapse, and the house was to be used as a
Turner Gallery*

(5)  Lastly and principally, he directed that the residue
of his estate, real and personal, should be devoted to estab-
lishing " a Charitable Institution for the maintenance and
support of Poor and Decayed Male Artists, being bom in
England and of English Parents only and lawful issue."
This portion of his wiE was dated 1832, as also the bequest
of the two pictures to be hung beside the two by Claude.
The appointment of Ruskin as a Trustee and Executor was
contained in a later codicil of 1848.

The documents thus roughly summarised were volu-
minous and obscure. Turner had not employed a solicitor
to draft his will, but seems to have called in the assistance
of solicitors' clerks. His style in writing was always misty,
and of all forms of obscurity that induced by the employ-
ment of legal phraseology by laymen is the most unintelli-
gible. One thing, however, was clear; the main purpose
of Turner's will was contrary to the Charitable Uses Act
(9 George II. c. 36), by which the Statutes of Mortmain
were extended to gifts to charities. The will was contested
accordingly by the next-of-kin, and a long Chancery suit
was in prospect. Ruskin, feeling that this was business for
which he was little fitted, renounced the executorship.
" To enable me to work quietly," he wrote to his father
from Venice (February 17, 1852), " I must beg you to get me
out of the executorship; as the thing now stands it would
